A case of chronic severe neutropenia: oral findings and consequences of short-term granulocyte colony-stimulating factor treatment.
Neutropenia is an absolute decrease in the number of circulating neutrophils in the blood which results in susceptibility to severe pyogenic infections. Various oral findings such as periodontitis, alveolar bone loss and ulceration may be seen in neutropenic patients. A case is presented of a 6 year old girl with chronic, probably congenital, severe neutropenia with frequent respiratory tract infections, recurrent oral ulcerations and significant periodontal break-down resembling prepubertal periodontitis. She was given granulocyte-colony stimulating factor (G-CSF) treatment which resulted in an increase in granulocyte count within two weeks and resolution of the neutropenic ulceration. It is suggested that G-CSF together with dental care regimens is a promising treatment model in chronic severe neutropenia cases presenting with oral manifestations.